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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a 
foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year 
prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claim 25 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Davidson, 
Jr. etal. (U.S. 5,636,333). 

As to claim 25, Davidson, Jr. et al. discloses a printer (see figure 1), comprising: 
an interface (1 1) to connect with a network (12); and an information output system that 
outputs printing protocols (16, 17, 18, 19) which said printer supports through said 
interface (1 1 ) according to predetermined priority levels concerning the printing 
protocols (see column 2, lines 30-60). Davidson discloses that one of the protocols may 
have access to the printer at any one time. This access is called capturing the printer 
(which reads on: predetermined priority levels) (see col. 1, lines 40-45). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1-9, 11-16, 23 and 26 are allowed. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 
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The closest prior art of record, namely, Sasaki (U.S. 5,228,118), Watanabe (U.S. 
6,61 1 ,350) and/or Davidson, Jr. et al. (U.S. 5,636,333) do not disclose, teach or 
suggest, wherein the determining step includes comparing printing protocols which the 
terminal device supports with a printing protocol contained in the received information, 
the receiving step is repeated until the printing protocol contained in the received 
information coincides with one of the printing protocols which the terminal device 
supports, and the printing protocol which is firstly identified to be consistent with the one 
of the printing protocols which the terminal device supports is used to connect the 
terminal device to the target printer, as claimed in independent claim 1 . 

The closest prior art of record, namely, Sasaki (U.S. 5,228,118), Watanabe (U.S. 
6,61 1 ,350) and/or Davidson, Jr. et al. (U.S. 5,636,333) do not disclose, teach or 
suggest, wherein the determining step includes comparing printing protocols which the 
terminal device supports with a printing protocol contained in the received information, 
the receiving step is repeated until the printing protocol contained in the received 
information coincides with one of the printing protocols which the terminal device 
supports, and the printing protocol which is firstly identified to be consistent with the one 
of the printing protocols which the terminal device supports is used to connect the 
terminal device to the target printer, as recited in independent claim 23. 

The closest prior art of record, namely, Sasaki (U.S. 5,228,118), Watanabe (U.S. 
6,61 1 ,350) and/or Davidson, Jr. et al. (U.S. 5,636,333) do not disclose, teach or 
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suggest, a connection control system that receives information regarding printing 
protocols from an external device on the network, and compares printing protocols 
which said terminal device supports with a printing protocol contained in the received 
information, wherein said connection control system repeats said receiving and said 
comparing until the printing protocol contained in received information coincides with 
one of the printing protocols which said terminal device supports, wherein said 
connection control system uses a printing protocol which firstly identified to be 
consistent with one of the printing protocols which said terminal device supports so as 
to connect said terminal device to a target printer, as claimed in independent claim 26. 



Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 6/20/2008 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

Applicant argues that the priority disclosed in Davidson concerns the priority 
between printer status information and not the priority between printing protocols or 
printer outputs priority levels as part of the information sent to the terminal device. The 
argument has been fully considered, but is not found to be persuasive because 
Davidson, Jr. et al. discloses that any protocol can communicate priority information to 
the printer and receive a priority reply (see abstract). Furthermore, Davidson discloses 
that one of the protocols may have access to the printer at any one time. This access is 
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called capturing the printer (reads on: predetermined priority levels) (see col. 1, lines 40- 
45). 

In response to applicant's argument that the references fail to show certain 
features of applicant's invention, it is noted that the features upon which applicant relies 
(i.e., printer outputs priority levels as part of the information sent to the terminal device) 
are not recited in the rejected claim(s). Although the claims are interpreted in light of 
the specification, limitations from the specification are not read into the claims. See In 
re Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1 181 , 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dov Popovici whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4083. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward Coles can be reached on 571-272-7402. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Dov Popovici 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2625 
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